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Wi t h  fo r t y ye a r s ’  e xpe r i e nce  a s  a  vi s ua l  a r t i s t  Pa t r i ck  c on t i nue s  t o  

e xh i b i t  h i s  w or k  in  b o th   p r i va t e  an d  pu b l i c  ga l l e r i e s ,  i nc l ud i n g  

M ac qua r i e  U ni ve r s i t y ,  Ha w ke s bu r y,  Ba t hu r s t ,  Ora n ge  R e gi ona l  

Ga l l e r i e s ,  Ar t  Ga l l e r y o f  N S W.  Wo r ks  a re  pe rm ane n t l y h o us ed  a t  

M ac qua r i e  U ni ve r s i t y;  Ha w ke sbu r y R e gi ona l  Ga l l e r y;  E do go wa  

M u se um ,  O saka ,  J a pa n ;  Ar th ur  Bo yd ’ s  Bun da no n  a nd  the  Ked um ba  

D ra wi n g  c o l l ec t io n .  Be i n g  fa i th fu l  t o  t he  l an d sca pe ,  Pa t r i ck  ha s  

c ombi ne d  h i s  vene ra t i on  f o r  ec o l o gy a nd  a r t  b y co nd uc t i n g  wor ks h op s  

t h r ou gh  loc a l  c ou nc i l s  an d  t ak i ng  u p  re s i denc ie s  h i gh l i gh t i n g  o ur  

e n vi ro nme nta l  co nnec t io n  u t i l i s in g  the  s imp le  t oo l s  o f  pe nc i l  and  

p ape r .  C omp le t i n g  h i s  M as t e r s  o f  Cro s s -D i sc ip l ina r y Ar t  an d  Des i gn  

s t ud ie s  a t  U N S W,  foc u ss in g  on  P h en omen olo gy,  c o gn i t i o n  o f  t he  

n a tu ra l  w or ld ,  Pa t r i c k  i s  cu r re n t l y w o rk in g  on  a  p r o gram  f o r  sc ho o l s  

a nd  co unc i l s  t o  fu r th e r  t he i r  kn ow le d ge  an d  co nnec t io n  t o  t he  

e n vi ro nme nt .  

P a t r i ck  Sh i r v in g to n  s upe r vi se s  t eam s  in  n a tu ra l  a rea  r e s to ra t io n  

t h r ou gh  the  Na t i ona l  T ru s t  o f  Au s t ra l i a .  

 

 

                           Character of the bush  

 

 

 

ABSTRACT 
 

T hr ou gh  en v i r on ment a l  e duc a t ion ,  a r t  co u l d  be  u sed  a s  a  co nd u i t  t o  t he  

f un dame nta l  e xpe r i en ce  o f  na t u re .  I  f ee l  t ha t  t he  a r t  o f  d ra wi n g  h as  t he  

p o wer  t o  c on nec t  d i rec t l y ,  e nhan c in g  c om ple t e  imme r s io n  in  na tu re .  

Wi t h  a  p i ece  o f  pape r  an d  penc i l  s tu den t s  wor k  d i rec t l y  i n  t he  

l a nd sca pe ,  i den t i f yi n g  p l a n t s  a nd  c rea t i n g  cha rac t e r s  a nd  s to r i e s .  I  

b e gi n  b y t e l l i n g  a n  e co l o gic a l  s to r y u t i l i s i n g  the  d i f fe re n t  cha rac t e r s  

t ha t  i n hab i t  t he  na t u ra l  wo r ld .  Th e  s t ude n t ’ s  t h en  en ga ge  wi t h  t he  

b u sh lan d  d i sco ve r in g  t he i r  ow n ima gi na t i ve  c ha r ac t e r s ,  b y i den t i f yi n g  

t r a i t s  wi th i n  t he i r  c ho se n  p l a n t .   The  s tu den t  beco me s  m ore  co nnec t ed  

a nd  ha s  f un  c rea t in g  t he i r  s t o r i e s .  By e x po s i n g  s tu den t s  t o  na tu re  i n  
t h i s  wa y d oe s n’ t  o ve r -b ur den  t hem  wi th  sc i e nce  an d  ne ga t i vi t y  b u t  

i n t r od uce s  the  jo ur ne y o f  w on de r  a nd  bea u t y,  i n i t i a t i n g  the i r  ven e ra t io n  

o f  t he  en v i ro nmen t .  To  ex pe r i en ce  na tu re  i n  t h i s  wa y w i l l  s t imula t e  a  

n ew  c on sc i ou s ne ss ,  i n v i t i n g  the  ima gi na t i on  to  co nn ec t  t he  na t u ra l  

w o r ld  a s  an  ex t en s i on  o f  s im pl y b e in g  hum an .  
 

 

 

 

 



THE SCIENCE OF NOT SEEING 

 

Le t  me  f i r s t  be g in  b y d i scu s s i n g the  wa y w e  no rma l l y a pp ro ach  th e  

s u b jec t  o f  t he  na tu ra l  w or l d ,  and  t hu s  the  en v i ro nmen t ,  c l ima te  c han ge  

a nd  s o  on .  I t  i s  t h r ou gh  sc i e n t i f i c  ana l ys i s .  S c i e nce ,  i n  i t s  co mmo n  

u sa ge  ha s  com e  t o  be  a s s oc i a t e d  w i th  the  o ne  an d  o n l y w a y t ha t  d a t a  i s  

ga the re d  a nd  t e s t e d .  Th i s  i s  p r ob ab l y b eca u se  t he  w or d  wa s  o r i gi na l l y  

d e r i ved  f ro m t he  La t in  wo rd ,  “ Sc ie n t i a ” ,  mean in g  kn ow led ge  o r  

u n de r s t a nd i n g!  We  nee d  t o  remem ber  th a t  w hen  we  u se  t he  w or d  

s c i e nce  in  t h e  c on te x t  o f  ga in ing  k n ow led g e ,  we  a re  ge ne ra l l y  re fe r r in g  

t o  a  pa r t i c u l a r  a pp roa ch  o r  sc i e n t i f i c  me t ho d .  Li k ew is e  whe n  the  w or d  

i n tu i t i o n  i s  u se d  i t  i s  ge ne r a l l y  t h o u gh t  t o  mean  a  se t  o f  be l i e f s  a nd  

r i t ua l s  t ha t  a re  n o t  s ub j ec t  t o  any ve r i f i ca t io n  p r oce ss .  Th i s  i s  t o o  

s im pl i s t i c  i n  b o t h  ca se s !  

Fi r s t l y  l e t ’s  l o ok  a t  t he  sc i e n t i f i c  me t ho d  o f  i n ve s t i ga t i on .  When  we  

p h ys i ca l l y  o b se r ve  some th i n g ,  we  a re  u s i n g  o ur  sen se s ,  t e rme d  eye  o f  

f l e sh ,  ho we ve r  we  a re  on l y o bs e r v i n g  th ro u gh  se n so r y o r  m on olog i ca l  

e xpe r i e nce .  Th i s  m on olo g ica l  wa y o f  l o ok i n g  d oe sn ’t  ha ve  t he  ab i l i t y  

t o  e xp l a in  th e  ae s t he t i c s  o r  m ood  o r  s ou l  o f  w ha t  w e  a re  see in g ,  t h i s  

v i s io n  m u st  t he n  i nc l ude  a  d i a l og i ca l  o r  e ye  o f  mi nd  l en s  i . e .  o ne  tha t  

u t i l i ze s  o ur  ima gin a t io n ,  e xp l o r in g  the  seen  wi t h  m o st  o f  o ur  men ta l  

ca pac i t y.  T he  t h i r d  wa y o f  see i ng  i s  t e rm ed  t ra n s - l o g ica l  w hic h  i s  

k n ow led ge  ga i ned  th ro u gh  c on tem pla t i on .   J u s t  a s  r ea so n  t r a ns cen d s  

f l e sh ,  so  c on te mpla t io n  t r a nsc end s  re a s on .  Whe re  t he  e ye  o f  r ea so n  i s  

t r an s - emp i r i ca l ,  t he  e ye  o f  co n tem pla t i on  i s  t r a ns - r a t io na l ,  t r an s -

l o gic a l  a nd  t r an s - ment a l .  Th i s  i s  t he  ca u sa l  r e a lm  an d  t he  kn o win g  tha t  

d e ve l op s ,  i s  some t ime s  de sc r ibed  a s  gn o s i s ,  o r  kn o wled ge  o f  t he  

s p i r i t ua l  r ea lm.                                                                       

S o  t o  a t t empt  a n  i n ve s t i ga t io n  wi t ho u t  co n tem pla t i on  wi l l  i ne v i t a b l y 

c ommi t  a  ca t e gor y e r ro r.  I t  i s  t he  t r a p  o f  r ed uc t io n i sm  o r  sc i e n t i f i c  

ma t e r i a l i sm.  

 

DRAWING AS COGNITION  

 

I  d on ’ t  r ea l l y  k no w  s ome t h i n g  un t i l  I  d r aw  i t .  

P r o fe s s or  D a vi d  Ha l e y  ma i n t a ins  “ d ra win g  i s  i n t eg r a l  t o  pe rce p t i on  

a n d  c og n i t i ve  u nd er s t an d i ng ”  (Ha le y.  2 01 0) .   

Ho w e ve r ,  t he  ed uca t i on  s ys t e m  to da y d eem s  a r t  a s  a  p l a y th i n g  an d  

e xc lu de s  i t  f r om imp or t an t  l e a rn i n g  an d  c on cen t ra t e s  o n  “m or e  us e f u l ”  

a nd  eco no mic  v i a b le  s ub j ec t s .  

Fo r ge t t i n g  s k i l l s  l i ke :  

  C o gni t i ve  o b se r va t i on  

  A m ean s  o f  han d  e ye  co or d ina t io n  

  R ef l e c t io n  an d  c on te mpla t io n  -  t h e  c on d i t i on  o f  p re se nce  

  Fo s t e r i n g  c re a t i v i t y  

  T o e n vi s i on  t h r ou gh  in t u i t i on  

 



CONTEMPLATION :   Allowing the world to speak  

 

I t  c ou l d  be  s a id  th a t  t he  f i r s t  t wo  e xpe r i e nce s ,  t h ro u gh  t he  e ye  o f  f l e sh  

a nd  the  e ye  o f  mi nd ,  ac t  i n  s imi l a r  wa ys ,  a s  t he y re fe r  t o  t he  see r  a nd  

t he  see n  an d  t he  fe l t  l i f e ,  whic h  a l l o w s  t hem  b o th  to  b e  dec l a red  a s  

o b jec t  a nd  ab le  t o  be  ex p la i ned .  T he  t h i rd  ‘ t r an s - lo g ica l ’ e xpe r i en ce  a s  

me nt i one d  i s  o n l y ga ine d  th ro u gh  c on te mpla t io n .  In  h i s  bo ok  The  ne w  

M an ,  Th oma s  Me r to n  de sc r ibe d  c on te mpla t io n  a s  –  “ the  p er f ec t io n  o f  

l ove  an d  kn owle dg e” .    
T hr ou gh  co n tem pla t i on  we  be g in  to  ex pe r i ence  a  dee pe r  sen se  o f  t he  

u n see n  a ro un d  u s .  As  Fr e de r i ck  Fr a n c k  c omme nt s  i n  h i s  bo ok  t he  Zen  

o f  Se e in g ,  “ In  th i s  t wen t i e th  cen tu ry ,  t o  s t op  ru s h in g  a ro un d ,  t o  s i t  

q u i e t l y  on  th e  gr a s s ,  t o  swi t ch  o f f  t he  wo r l d  an d  c o me  bac k  t o  ea r th ,  t o  

a l lo w the  eye  to  see  a  wi l l ow ,  a  b u sh ,  a  c lo ud ,  a  l e a f ,  i s  a n  

u n f o rge t t ab le  e xpe r i e nce  “  ( Fr a n ck  x x . 19 73 ) .   “I  h ave  l e ar ne d  th a t  

w h at  I  have  n o t  d ra wn  I  h ave  n o t  rea l l y  see n ,  a nd  w hen  I  s ta r t  dr a wi ng  

a n  o rd in ar y  t h in g  I  re a l i se  h ow  ex t r ao r d in a ry  i t  i s ” .  Fr a nc k  P6 .  

T h e  dr aw in g  i t se l f ,  a s  o b jec t ,  add s  a no the r  d i me ns io n  t o  t he  co mp lex  

s u b jec t i ve  expe r i e nce  o f  o b jec t ,  d r aw in g  an d  t he  d ra wn  ( As h to n2 0 14  

p 4 9) .   

 

T o  d ra w  i s  t o  s l o w do wn  a nd  con temp la t e   -   

A  sp on t ane ou s  th ou gh t  p u t  o n  a  s u r f ace  a s  a  m a rk ,  a  ma rk  c rea t in g  a  

s p on ta neo u s  t ho ug h t .  

 

Al l o win g  the  w or l d  a ro un d  u s  t o  sp eak  i s  c ruc i a l  t o  de ve lo p i n g  a n  

u n de r s t a nd i n g  o f  t ha t  w or l d“ .” Th r ou gh  t ry i ng  t o  d i rec t  a t t en t i on  i n to  t he  ac t  

o f  l oo k in g ,  w e  c an  ex pe r i e nce  fo r  o u r se l ve s  t h e  ga p  whi ch  th ere  i s  be t wee n  

o u r  h ab i tu a l  a wa re ne ss  an d  the  d i rec t  ex pe r i enc e  o f  w ha t  i s  t he r e  i n  f r on t  o f  

u s .  I t  i s  o n ly  w hen  t h i s  h ia t u s  i n  ex pe r i e nce  i s  ov erc o me  th a t  we  r ea l i ze  h ow  

l i t t l e  we  u s ua l l y  p er ce i ve  d i rec t l y  o f  t he  co nc re t e  de ta i l  o f  t he  pa r t i cu l a r .  

We  u su a l l y  c la s s i f y  ve r ba l l y  a n d  ex pe r i e nce  ju s t  a  v ag ue  ge ne ra l i t y ” .  

( Bo r t o f t  2 01 3 .  P6 7 )  

THE CHARACTER OF T HE BUSH - P he n ome n ol og i ca l  D raw in g   

“ I  be l i eve  t he  a i m  o f  a r t  i s  t o  m a ke  re a l  t h ro ug h  the  i ma gin a t i on ,  t h a t  wh i ch  

s c i e nce  ca nn o t  a r t i c u la t e  t h ro ugh  t he  wo r d ,  a l lo win g  t he  ch i l d  t o  c on nec t ” .  

O K… Wh en  w e  ge t  t he  ch i ld ren  i n to  th e  bu sh  a wa y f r om  t he  ma s se s  o f  

e l e c t r on i c  de vic es  -  T hen  wha t  ?  

O nc e  the  c h i l d  en t e r s  t he  na tu ra l  w or l d ,  we  be gi n  o ur  co nnec t io n  wi t h  s ome  

s im ple  s to r i e s  a nd  e xamp le s  o f  m or ph o lo gy a n d  m e tamo rph o s i s  o f  t he  

s u r r ou nd i n g  b us h la nd .  T h i s  i s  t hen  fo l lo we d  b y s i m ple  m ar k  ma kin g  w i t h  

p enc i l  on  p ap e r .  The  ma in  f oc us  i s  w i th  t he  mo veme nt  o f  t h e  b u sh lan d  tha t  

o ne  i s  f ee l i n g ,  j u s t  a l l o wi n g  th in gs  to  hap pen .  E ven t ua l l y  t he  pa r t i c ipa n t s  

w i l l  r e l a t e  t o  w ha t  t h e y h a ve  d ra wn  t h r ou gh  the  ma rk s  the y a r e  m aki n g  a nd  

m oul d  the  s to r i e s  wi t h  t he  ch a rac t e r s  t he y p r od uce .   



THE NATURE OF DRAWING.  

T he  idea  o f  “ Dra wi n g  o n  Na t ure ”  wo rk s ho p s  c ame  ab ou t  t h ro u gh  an  

i n vi t a t i o n  f ro m  Brew on gle  E n v i ro nme nt  E duca t io n  Ce n t r e  a t  Sack v i l l e  N or th ,  

w e s t  o f  S yd n e y.  T h ro u gh  a  n um ber  o f  l i nk s  an d  nee d in g  a  ve n ue  t o  

e xpe r ime nt  wi th  a  p r o j ec t  o f  c r o ss -d i sc ip l i na r y a r t  a nd  sc i e nce ,  I  wa s  

f o r tu na te  t o  t eam  up  wi t h  C hr i s  T ob i n ,  Da ru g  He r i t a ge  E duc a to r  co nd uc t i n g  

a  t eac h i n g  an d  l ea rn i n g  f i e ld  s t ud y p r o gram  f o r  8  S t a ge  6  s tu de n t s  a nd  3  

t ea che r s .  Fr o m  th i s  p ro gra m  I  w a s  i n vi t ed  b y va r i ou s  co unc i l s  i n  S yd n e y t o  

c on duc t  e n vi ro nme nta l  t a l k s  u t i l i s i n g  t he  sca f fo l d  o f  d r aw in g .  T he  p ro gram  

h as  bee n  b roa de ned  t o  n o w  wo rk  w i th  yo u n ge r  s t ude n t s ,  a l l o win g  the i r  

ima g i na t i on  to  ex pan d  b y t he i r  c rea t i ve  a nd  in tu i t i ve  mean de r in gs .  As  

p ro fe s so r  R obi n  M oo re  c omme nt s ,  “ Chi ld re n  l i ve  t hr o ug h  the i r  

s en se s …. . Si gh te d  i n  La s t  Ch i l d  i n  t he  w oo d s .  ( Lo u v  2 0 10 .  p6 6) .   

M em or ie s  a re  s o  o f t en  re l a t ed  to  t he  s en se s ;  we  remem b er  back  to  t he  sm e l l  

o f  t he  Bo r on ia ,  t he  fee l  o f  t he  ro u gh  d r y g r a s s  u nde r  ou r  b a re  fee t ,  t he  s ou nd  

o f  t he  m or n in g  s on g  o f  t he  ma gp ie  o r  t he  a ss oc i a t io n  o f  hap p ine s s  wi th  t he  

c on s t a n t  bu zz  o f  t he  c i c ada s  a t  C h r i s tma s  t ime .  

I F WE  D R AW IT  … WE  T HE N SEE  IT .  

 

 

 

 

 

 



SELECTED QUOTES 

 “ I t  i s  m or e  i m po r t an t  t o  p ave  the  w ay  f o r  t he  ch i ld  t o  w ant  t o  k no w  th an  to  

p u t  h i m  o n  a  d i e t  o f  f a c t s  he  i s  no t  re ady  to  a s s i mi l a t e ” .  Rach e l  C a r so n  19 56                                                                                                                                      

“ T he  a r t s  p r ov id e  a  mo re  co m p re hen s i v e  an d  i n s ig h t f u l  e du ca t i on  beca u se  

t hey  inv i t e  s t ude n t s  t o  exp l o re  th e  e m ot io na l ,  i n t u i t i ve ,  a nd  i r ra t i on a l  

a s pec t s  o f  l i f e  t ha t  sc i e nce  i s  h ar d  p re s se d  t o  e xp l a in .  H u ma ns  in ven t ed  eac h  

o f  t he  a r t s  a s  a  f un da me nta l  way  to  rep re se n t  a spec t s  o f  re a l i t y ;  t o  t ry  t o  

m ak e  se ns e  o f  t he  w or ld ,  ma na ge  l i f e  be t t e r ,  a nd  sh ar e  t he se  per ce p t io n s  

w i th  o the r s ” . .  Fo w l e r  1 99 6  

“ D r a win g  i s  i n t eg r a l  t o  pe rce p t io n  a nd  co gn i t i ve  un de r s ta nd in g”  Da v i d  

Ha le y ( 2 01 0) .  

 

“ T he  i n tu i t i ve  m in d  i s  a  sac re d  g i f t  a nd  th e  ra t io na l  min d  i s  a  f a i t h fu l  

s e rva n t .  We  h ave  c r ea te d  a  s oc i e t y  t h a t  h on ou r s  t he  se rva n t  a nd  h a s  

f o rg o t t en  t he  g i f t . ”  ~  Albe r t  E ins t e i n  ( Bl yt h  Ha l l .  P  x ix .  20 14)  

“ Al m os t  a t  once  t he  v e r y  qu a l i t y  o f  my  pe rcep t io n  c ha nge d .  N o t h i ng  

i n t e r f e re d  no w be tw een  my  ey e  an d  w hat  I  say … D ra win g  the  la nds ca pe ,  I  

‘ bec a me’  th a t  l a nd sc ape ,  f e l t  un - se pa r a te d  f r om  i t …  Th i s  i s  wh at  see in g -

d r aw in g  re a l l y  do es ;  yo u  beco me  w hat  yo u  d ra w.  Unle s s  yo u  bec om e  i t ,  yo u  

c an no t  d r aw  i t ” .  Fr a nck  1 99 3  

“ A rt  a l way s  th e  da ug h te r  o f  t he  d i v in e ,  h as  b eco me  e s t ra nge d  f ro m  he r  

p a ren t .  I f  i t  f i n d s  i t s  way  b ack  to  i t s  o r i g in s  a nd  a ga i n  i s  a cc ep te d  by  

t he  d i v i ne ,  t hen  i t  w i l l  beco me  wh at  i t  s ho u l d  wi th in  c i v i l i s a t i on ,  

w i th in  w or ld -wi de  cu l t u re ;  a  b oo n  fo r  m ank in d . ”  S t e ine r  19 23  

 “ Ar t  e nh ance s  c rea t i v i t y ,  wh ich  i s  c r uc ia l  f or  i nn ova t io n  an d  

a d ap t a t i on .  Cr ea t i v e  peo p le  h ave  the  a b i l i t y  t o  se e  mu l t ip l e  s o lu t i on s  

t o  a  p ro b le m,  e mpl oy  o r ig in a l  t ho u gh t s ,  an d  us e  t he i r  i m agi na t ion .  A s  a  
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